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Non-violence, on the other hand, seeks to conquer evil by
good. It stands for moral opposition to immorality, the resis-
tance of soul against physical force. It goes to the very root of
the problem. It believes in the ultimate possibility, the essential
goodness of human nature and thus refuses to accept the evil-
doer at his own valuation. The non-violent man seeks patiently,
by conscious suffering and the force of love, to convert the evil-
doer, i.e., to make him conscious of his spiritual kinship with
the victim. "Love does not burn others, it burns itself."80 The
non-violent man continues to suffer till the evil-doer under-
stands his mistake and repents for his misdeeds.

Thus in its positive aspect ahimsa implies that subjectively
the ahimsaist must achieve "as complete self-purification as is
humanly possible".81 He must develop internal strength by
waging a victorious conflict against his own feeling of resent-
ment which might otherwise express itself in retaliation and
hatred. The strength, which expresses itself in self-discipline
and enlightened forgiveness, is not the strength of the body but
of the soul and is open to the weakest in body. Objectively the
ahimsaist must, after this self-conquest, seek to arouse in the
evil-doer a sense of justice.

In short, "ahimsa consists in allowing others the maximum
of convenience at the maximum of inconvenience to us."82
Again, "every act of injury to a living creature and endorsement
of such act by refraining from non-violent effort, whenever
possible, to prevent it, is a breach of akimsa."*3

Absolute ahimsa means perfect freedom from himsa, i.e.,
freedom from ill-will, anger and hate rooted in ignorance, and
an overflowing, understanding love for all. From the point of
view of complete ahimsa all violence in whatever form must be
eschewed. But such non-violence is a perfect state and is
reached only when mind, body and speech are in perfect co-
ordination.84 All ahimsa is a power and such absolute ahimsa
is absolute power. But such absolute ahimsa is the attribute of
God alone. It is not given to imperfect man to grasp the whole
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